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Many thanks to Chandi Mchanty,
who ably continued the series in
November, when he presented Ac-
cess’ Collections and Containers
and How to Use Them. Chandi ex-
plained how to use the Access Ob-
ject Model, which is implemented
with Collections, Containers, Ob-
jects, Properties, and Methods. Be-
ing able to use these objects is
often very useful for Access users
and necessary for Access develop-
ers. We've already had request(s)
for Chandi’s demonstration code.

Service Release 2: Service Release
2 for Office 97 (including Access
97) is again available. If you have
already ordered it, you've prob-
ably gotten your shipping notice
and may, by now, have the CD in
hand. If you haven’t, visit

http:/ /www.microsoft.com/of-
fice/info/sr2/info.htm for the lat-
est information on the status of
SR2 and information on how to or-
der it on CD (not only is the CD
free, but apparently so is the post-
age and shipping).

You can still download the revised
Jet database engine update, which
seems to fix the recently discov-
ered data corruption bug (for Ac-
cess 97 only), from support.mi-
crosoft.com/download/sup-
port/mslfiles/jet35upd.exe. As far as 1
know, the Jet engine update is not
included with SR2, but must be ob-
tained separately.

Visit Access / Office / VBA Advi-
sor magazine’s Web site, www.advi-
sor.com, for a detailed discussion of
the Access data corruption bug by
Andy Baron, Contributing Editor
and MVP on Microsoft's public Ac-
cess newsgroup. Andy includes his
own code workaround which you
can apply to Access 2.0, 7.0 (95),
and 8.0 (97) applications to avoid
the problem.

Coming Soon: Larry will resume
the VBA tutorial code in January.
(Ed. note: The date and location of
the meeting will be announced by
mail.). As of this writing, I have
not heard if our meeting time will
be the same — come early to make
sure you don't miss the Access
SIG. You might find some other
SIGs that would be useful to you if
you arrive early.

Volunteer to Speak to the SIG:
We’d be delighted for you to pre-
sent almost any Access or Access-
related topic, for any level of Ac-
cess user, novice through profes-
sional developer. See Larry at the
meeting, call him at the number in
the SIG Leaders sidebar, or drop
him e-mail at larry.lin-
son@nitpeug.org.

Check out our local MS ACCESS
message conference on the
NTPCUG BBS. We ask and answer
questions, post sample code, and
keep in touch between monthly
meetings. And, while you're on the
BBS, take advantage of the free In-
ternet e-mail. Telephone numbers
are inside the back cover of this is-
sue. If you're on the Internet, the
Access "meeting place” is the
comp.databases. ms-Access newsgroup.

We Iock forward to seeing you at
the December meeting at the In-
fomart. Come join us!

Larry Linson

ActiveX Application Develop-
ers S1IG

Jack Atkinson has volunteered to
do "back-to-back" presentations
(Access SIG and here) in Decem-
ber. Here’s what Jack had to say
about his ActiveX presentation:

At work we developed a stand-
ardized project plan template -

14

December 1998




December 1998

stored in Microsoft Project - as the
vehicle for expressing all project
plans. This ensures that all pro-
jects "look alike" with respect to the
key development tasks, milestones,
and deliverables. A new project
starts by obtaining the standard
template and saving it with the
new project (file) name. Next, addi-
tional task items may be added,
dates put in, resources assigned,
etc.

Since all this is pretty much just a
regular use of Project ... what's the
big difference? OK - here it is. The
base plan that you initially receive
has stored in it "references” to re-
mote documents, spreadsheets,
and scanned documents that de-
fine terms, express work flow and
deliverables, and help guide you
through the overall plan process.
To "see" one of these items you sim-
ply highlight the task line and
press a specified key sequence ...
next thing you might see is Word
with the document (read-only) in
the foreground. Pick another task
line and you may see Excel bring
up (for example) a model spread-
sheet with some data and calcula-
tions already filled in. At any time
you can bring your project plan to
the foreground ... or go see one or
more documents or spreadsheets!

None of these "references" are em-
bedded within the Plan (‘cause
maintenance would be a nightmare
since some documents are not
static) and none of them are
"linked" (‘cause network folk seem
to have the knack of moving things
from one server to another, chang-
ing directory structures, etc.).
Though we still have a lot of devel-
opment work to do in order to
achieve the design objectives we
do have a workable system today.
All this was done with just a little
bit of VBA code! Come and see
how.
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The ActiveX Application Develop-
ers SIG addresses issues of devel-
oping applications under the Com-
ponent Object Model (COM) using
ActiveX Controls and other Ac-
tiveX components. Just because so
many of our attendees work in’ Mi-

- crosoft Office and other software

using it, we have considerable em-
phasis on VBA issues. We still ask
and answer a few questions about
Open Database Connection
{ODBC) technology, too. As hot as
the Internet is, our topics aren’t nec-
essarily about Internetting, since
ActiveX controls work equally well
on the desktop and in client/server
environments. That's one of the at-
tractive features: one type of con-
trol, usable in many environments.
Many of the topics we cover are of
interest to developers using other
tools, working in other environ-
ments - for example, some such
subjects we covered were on Pros
and Cons of Different Types of
Contract, Documenting System
Specifications, and Structured
Analysis and System Specification.

Come join us in December, if
you're interested in computer ap-
plication development, whether
it's with ActiveX or COM Compo-
nents or not. We'll do the best we
can to make it an interesting and
productive hour.

Larry Linson
Alpha Five / Alpha Four SIG

Alpha Five version 4 was released
in November, and the November
meeting showed some of the en-
hanced features, such as dynami-
cally filtered Iokups. There was
also a giveaway of some copies of
the new AS5Doc utility.

For the people that are just starting
with Alpha Five, and because there
is a new release out, the December
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meeting will be an introduction to
Alpha Five. This will be an over-
view of "where things are" in the
user interface, along with basic
form and report design, using ge-
nies to automate much of the proc-
ess.

In future meetings we will build an
application step by step. There will
be sessions dedicated to table de-
sign/field tules, form design, re-
port building, saved operations,
menus,/ toolbars, action (or visual)
scripting, and xbasic coding. Let
me know if there are particular top-
ics you would like to see covered,
or if you have a topic you would
like to present.

As always, there will be time for
questions on either Alpha Four or
Alpha Five.

Bill Parker

Assembler SIG

Our November meeting featured a
presentation on doing 32-bit DLLs
in Assembler.

Our December meeting will consist
of a review of the past ASM SIG
presentations:

< Nov 98 "32 Bit DLLs for VB in
Assembler”.

% Oct 98 "Win32 GUI Program-
ming in Assembler”.

% Sep 98 Book Review - "Win-
dows Assembly Language and

4 Systems Programming” by Barry
Kauler. ‘

% Aug 98 "CPU Identification and
Specd Determination”.

« Jul 98 Discussion of INTEL
CPUINFO material.

st Jun 98 "Circular Shift (and other
instruetions missing in C)".

Our January 1999 meeting will fea-
ture a presentation on the use of
Assembler in Cryptography. Cryp-
tography represents one of the re-
maining areas where the use of As-
sembler is mandated. Most new
block ciphers are written to be very
efficient on modern processors.

For example, a recent paper outlin-
ing a submission of an algorithin
to replace DES indicates that differ-
ent coding was required for the
Pentium I vs. Pentium chips to
achieve optimal speed on both
processors (this paper also lists cy-
cle counts to encrypt each 16 -byte
block). In addition to the use of As-
sembler in the encryption and de-
cryption arena, we are beginning
to see papers outlining "side chan-
nel" Cryptanalysis attacks. These
side channel attacks have been able
to break keys by observing CPU
timing differences in various de-
cryption rounds when a 0 is found
in a key. There is a lot of material
in the field of Cryptography of in-
terest to Assembler programmers -
we hope to see you next year, in
our new digs.

Frank Cavallito and Glynn
Brooks

Communications SIG
The Beam is Here!

Last month the Communications
SIG hosted “The Beam” — a wire-
less services provider for applica-
tions dealing with voice, data,
video, and image. The service was
described by Dave Matthews from
NetTalkLive (yes the real Dave
Matthews!) and uses a master an-
tenna at some centralized point
(the POP as it is called) and a small
profile antenna at the subscriber
end. The Beam is fast because it op-
erates as a microwave signal in the
2GHz frequency spectrum and de-
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livers incredibly fast download
speeds to the user. The uplink uses
the standard dial-up connection
but new FCC regulations will per-
mit an up channel from the local
anterna. In short the Beam is mak-
ing waves as it is starting to com-
pete with other markets that are de-
Livering high-speed services to resi-
dences and offices. Thanks, Dave,
for a great presentation, including
your plug for NetTalkLive aired on
Saturday nights at 11pm.

In December we will have our last
meeting for the Communications
SIG at the Infomart. We have no
topic or presenter scheduled so we
plan to have an old fashioned
Q/A. How about sharing with us
your memories of past Comm SIG
meetings? Remember Pro Comm
and the discussions with bits and
bytes? How about DOS and the
BBS? If you have some memories
or some ideas for next year come

to the Comm 5IG meeting on De-
cember 19 where we will send
out the old and bring in the new.
Hope to see you there!

Birl Smith and Alan Brosz

Dallas Corel SICG

Tips, Tricks and Effects-in PHOTO-
PAINT 8

In December Maria Whitwaorth,
from Benchmark Display Systems,
will demonstrate cool effects she
uses and describe efficiency tips in
PHOTO-PAINT 8. Benchmark is an
advertising agency specializing in
advertising placement for backlit
display boxes for their clients. Ma-
ria designs the display artwork.
She uses the DRAW 8 suite as a
business production tool, and her
enthusiasm for it is contagious.
Join us in December to see her ex-
amples and pick up some good
pointers too.

November in Review

Peter Vogel, an Intellectual Proper-
ties attormey with the law firm of
Gardere & Wynne in Dallas, pre-
sented a fascinating session on
copyright law. Among his many
noteworthy credentials, Peter was
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appointed Chair of the Judicial
Committee on Information Technol-
ogy by the Justice of the Texas Su-
preme Court. Although the current
copyright law, which protects art-
work, has been in effect since 1978,
a new rider is soon to be attached
that will also protect the works of
computer-created work. Called the
Digital Millennium Copyright Act,
it allows for the implementation of
two important treaties that
strengthen international copyright
protections in cyberspace. The trea-
ties, negotiated under the authority
of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, would secure copy-
right protections online and
strengthen copyright laws in other
countries. It applies to artwork
published in print or on the In-
ternet, as well as computer pro-
grams. You may learn more about

it at http./fwunw.cic.orgfactionfin-
dex.htm. Peter helpfully described
many aspects of how the law pro-
tects our work and the steps we art-
ists should take to do that. He is cu-

IMPORTANT COREL ADDRESSES
& PHONE NUMBERS

Corel Corporation
1600 Carling Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1Z 8R7

“Technical Support Repre-
sentatives................... 800-818-1848

(1 Release, CD-Rom only(latest
“fixes” and patches for Corel prod-
ucts)

..................................... 800-772-6735

*{Customer Service Representatives
..................................... 800-772-6735

#IVAN (Interactive Voice Answer-
ing Network) ....cccev.u. 613-728-1950

<24 Hour Automated Fax System
..................... 613-728-0826 Ext.3080

“%Technical Support hours are 4AM
to 8PM (EST) excluding holidays

“To obtain our catalogue please re-
quest document #2000
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rious and optimistic about the wa-
termark ID offered by Digimarc
Corporation in PHOTO-PAINT 8
and encourages us to use if. You
can learn more at hitp:/fwunw.digi--
marc.com about a free Creator ID
for your graphic work and Digi-
marc’s additional software prod-
ucts. Marsha Drebelbis presented a
custom designed certificate of ap-
preciation to Peter for presenting
this extraordinary and helpful
body of information to our mem-
bers. What a treat that such a
uniquely qualified and in-demand
speaker on this topic made time on
his busy schedule to brighten our
November meeting. :

Marsha Drebelbis
DOS/Operating Systems SIG

Are we having fun now, or what?
USB (Universal Serial Bus) is arriv-
ing quickly and we'll have to stay
on our toes to keep up. That may
mean a need to upgrade our Oper-

ating Systems {OS's} to take advan-
tage of the newer technology.

My first brush with USB came with
purchase of a new H-P scanner,
which was “either-or” and
equipped with connectors for both
SCSI and USB. H-P even gave me
a neato new USB cable with the
scanner. Unfortunately, H-P didn’t
include a daisy-chain connector as
well — neither for the SCSI nor the
USB connection.

USB is sort of like a 10BaseT net-
work. USB utilizes “hubs” to con-
nect multiple devices, but unlike
the common network hub, can also
provide electrical power to the de-
vices attached to it.

I didn’t want to hang the scanner
on USB since SCSI allows multiple
devices on just one IRQ. Tam look-
ing forward to monitors, modems,
audio cards, printers, mice and
other IRQ-voracious devices
though. Some caveats here for the
unwary, which leads into this
note’s purpose.

Users who want USB capabilities
on “older” PC’s will need to look
at some necessary upgrading. First
is the main board (new name for
the motherboard) which has to
have USB sockets built in and has
to be equipped with a BIOS chip
that can handle USB operation.
Most main boards sold in the last
two years have the USB socket(s),
but most BIOS sets will need up-
grading. If the user knows the
main board vendor, these BIOS up-
grades (FLASH) can be found on
their Web sites most of the time.
They are usually small (by Net
standards) and accompanied by
written instructions to guide the
user through the process.

Second, and most important, the
OS5 has to recognize the UJSB ports
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and be able to use them efficienily.
That means Win 3.11 is pretty
much out of the minning. Win-
dows 98 and the later OEM ver-
sions of Windows 95 (OSR 2.1 and
OSR 2.5) do know about USB and
how to work with these devices.
The earliest Windows 95 OEM ver-
sion {2.0) doesn't. If you need the
IRQ-friendly USB capability, you'll
have to consider the upgrade.

As for OS/2, BE, Linux, etc., avail-
ability of USB connectivity is an un-
known (to me at least) and the best
information can be obtained from
advanced users or from the OS ven-
dors.

Reagan Andrews

Interner SIG - Beginning

Unless there are significant, unan-
ticipated problems, we hope to
have our new NT server opera-
tional and available to the member-
ship prior to the December meet-
ing. This is the server that will re-
place our old BBS, allowing mem-
bers free and unlimited e-mail,
plus access to our Web page and
private conferences (newsgroups).
See our more detailed article else-
where in this newsletter.

With that objective in mind, at the
December meeting we plan to
cover most aspects of how to use
the new NT server during the Be-
ginning Internet SIG. Then, start-
ing in January, we will host train-
ing sessions each month in varying
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rooms urnti] everyone has had an
opportunity to learn how to use
the new server.

Our presentation will discuss such
things as how to configure and use
Internet Explorer and Netscape for
accessing User Gronp e-mail and
newsgroups, how to send/receive
Internet e-mail, how to read and
post messages in the conferences

(newsgroups), and how to config-
ure Windows 95/98/NT Dial-Up
Networking.

Don't forget — these services are a
free benefit of NTPCUG member-
ship !

See you December 19th !

Doug Gorrie, and Tom O'Keefe

Interner SIG - Advanced

OK — here it is — the OFFICIAL
plea for assistance in the Advanced
Internet SIG. Both Tom O'Keefe
and I are swamped, and WE
NEED HELP !

While we continue to try to find
topics of interest for our Advanced
Internet attendees, there comes a
point where all SIG Leaders reach
burn-out. Ibelieve Tom and I are
fast approaching that point. Be-
lieve it or not, anyone with me-
dium knowledge of the Internet, its
protocols, Web development, or
other related topics can be an effec-
tive contributor. Even without this
knowledge, you can probably find
presenters that can speak on the
wonders of the Internet.

I will confess that I am only a be-
ginner when it comes to the In-
ternet. But I can help facilitate
presentations, and can assist volun-
teers in getting their presentations
and their presenters in front of the
group. ONGOING SUPPORT IS
NEEDED - will you help??

You do NOT have to be a profes-
sional speaker. Qur members look
for information, not polish. If you
will agree to become a co-leader, I
honestly guarantee that you will
enjoy yourself, and will benefit con-
siderably. Please give it some
thought, and join us December 19

I (Doug) am always available to
discuss what co-leading entails.
Call me at (214) 464-4568 (work} or
(972) 618-8002 (home).

Tom O’Keefe & Doug Gorrie,
with ongoing assistance by
Bruce DeGrasse

INTerner - Web Developers
SIG

(Downloaded and printed with
permission from hitp://fuwww.webdal-
las.com/groups/web-development.hbml)

November Meeting Recap

Chris Nelson began a 2-part dis-
cussion on choosing a Hosting
Service (or, Presence Provider) to
host your web site. Several serv-
ices were profiled, and are listed in
the latest edition of SiteBuilder.

December Meeting

In December, Chris will continue
his overview on remotely hosting
your site, by showing some of the
commeon Pearl scripts used by vari-
ous local Internet Service Providers
(ISPs}. Many of our members
want to use these scripts to pro-
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vide the back-end to a form in
their web sites. Such scripts are
usually used to take the date en-
tered into a form, and turn it into
an Email message.

Most ISPs are unwilling to let users
simply upload Perl scripts into
their web servers, and because
most of our members do not want
the work and cost of maintaining a
web server. The answerisa
“trusted script”, written by either
the ISP or other Perl coder, loaded
onto the ISP's web server.

The December meeting will be the
last to be held in the Infomart
building. Although the vendors
will move to their new location at
the Big Town Exhibition Hall in
January, the North Texas PC Users
Group organization has not yet
chosen a 1999 location for the Web
Development and other SIGs
which make up the NTPCUG
membership. Hopefully, we'll
know the new location by January.
[Ed. Note: Look for a postcard
mailing about a meeting place for
the User Group in the future.]
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JavaScript in ]aﬂuary and Febru-
ary

Our topic for January and Febru-
ary will be Javascript. Javascript is
a scripting language that is primar-
ily used on the client (browser)
side, to create a variety of effects
and functions. Popular examples
inctude “rollovers”, or “mouse-
overs”, where moving your mouse
over an image or link causes a new
image to be loaded, generally creat-
ing an “on” and “off” effect. Javas-
cript can also be used to launch ad-
ditional browser windows, fill in
forms, run browser-based calcula-
tors, and much more. With such
capabilities, Javascript has become
a vital tool for any site developer
or webmaster.

During January and February, our
meetings will feature a guest pre-
senter, Don Benish. In addition to
being the leader of the Java Pro-
gramming SIG, Don is the creator
of the http:/fwunv.megaconverter.com
web site built upen Javascripted
calculators, measurement convert-
ers and much more. In addition to
speaking about Javascript, Don
will provide a variety of Javas-
cripts you can modify for your
ownuses. .

December 1965

% 1:00 Class 16
PC’s Into the 21st Century

January, 1999% - No Classes

February, 1999*

Our Mailing List

< 9:00 Class 1
Introduction to the PC

% 10:00. Class 2
A Lot About Files & Directories

The Web Development SIG now
maintains a mailing list, open to
all. We send out regular updates
of meeting topics, programming

tips, and other useful stuff. To join, % Noon Class3
just Click here. (DOS) Disk Operating Systems
*1:00 Class4
Meetings currently have 40-50 at- MS Windows
tendees and are open to all.
March, 1999*
Mark Camp and Chris Nelson
. »9:00 Class5
IntroducTion To The PC SIG PC Graphics
The following is the tentative £ 10:00 Class 6
schedule for SIG classes that will Word Processing
be offered as an Introduction to the
. - % Noon Class7
PC during the next listed months. Spreadsheets and Databases

Classes can be taken in any order
suitable to the individual student’s
schedule. Printed notes are pro-
vided during classes.

< 1:00 Class 8
‘Modems/Telecommunications

April, 1999*
December 19, 1998
- +9:00 Class9

#9:00 Class 13 PC Hardware

Neat and Necessary Software % 10:00 Class 10
% 10:00 Class 14 PC Printers

Multimedia Software & Hardware & Noon Class 11
% Noon Class 15 Quicken/Money

Virus and Protection Programs & 1:00 Class 12

Networks and Such

* These dates are subject to change.
Check your PC NEWS and/or the
NTPCUG BBS for corrected dates
before the meetings.

Spike Smith
Java SIG

Kevin gave a presentation from
Cloudscape on their fotal Java data-
base solution. The intent of this
product is to have a complete data-
base API that can be moved from
machine to machine without hav-
ing to worry about the ODBC capa-
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bilities of the machine or the
needed drivers. Any machine with
- a compliant JDK or JRE can load
and run the database and use it
from any application. In addition
to SQL-92 compliancy, Cloudscape
can handle Java objects as well.

Cloudscape is a 100% pure Java

SQL database management system
that can be embedded in applica-

- tions that are deployed over the In-
ternet to the mobile workforce, cus-
tomers and pariners. Cloudscape
can also be used in server-side ap-
plications. Visit their site at

. httpffurww.cloudseape.com The

slides presented at our meeting

will be posted on our Web site-
along with the white paper

Next month’s meeting will be dis-

cussion of Java Swing classes that

will be included in JDK1.2 and al-
" low better control of the Java GUI.

Don Benish

Microsolr Nerworking SIG
Purpose of the SIG

To technically showcase Microsoft
Networking products, including
Windows NT Server, Windows NT
Workstation, Systems Management
Server, Exchange, SNA Server, In-
ternet Information Server, and Win-
dows 95.

The SIG highlights the capabilities
and features of these products for
all users, from individual end-us-

ers to corporate users, small and

medium-size businesses, and begin-

ning to experienced administra-
tors. We present the various op-
tions within Microsoft’s network-
ing products line and help mem-
bers understand how they are posi-
tioned to solve their computing,
connectivity and business needs.
We help members understand how
these products interoperate with
other third party and legacy prod-
ucts.

The strength of an effective users
group is the opportunity to share
common experiences and learn
from others. We try to end each
meeting with an open question

and answer session which can tran-
sition to other SIG meetings, the
DEFW Exchange vendor area, or the
Infomart restaurant.
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By staying informed of the activi-
ties of other NTPCUG Special Inter-
est Group's (SIGs) and area Users’
Groups with common interests, we
answer members’ questions and
help them identify other resources
available in the Dallas/Fort Worth
area.

Bruce Wynn, Richard Miles &
Gil Brand

Microsofr Visual C+H/MFC
SIG

Last month we continued our
"Back to the Basics" program with
a discussion of message handling
in dialog based apps.

This month we will continue our
discussion by looking at Single
Document Interface (SDI) applica-
tions. To show some "real” code,
we will begin a real-world project —
CryptoPad. CryptoPad will be a
full-featured word processor with
the ability to encrypt and decrypt
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documents to keep your sensitive
information private. The Cryp-
toPad project will span approxi-
mately five meetings and help us
explore important topics such as
file handling, user interface design,
printing & print previewing, and
the art of subclassing,

This month we will review the de-
sign specs of the project and create
the skeleton code with AppWizard.
Well look at the files it creates and
discuss the Document/ View archi-
tecture. Time permitting, we'll
start creating menu and toolbar
functionality.

The CryptoPad project should pro-
vide us with a great opportunity to
explore the essential functionality
provided by MFC. Please join us
on our journey.

Wade Emmert

Visual Basic SIG - Beginning

The December 19, 1998 meeting of
the Beginning Visual Basic 5IG will
feature a discussion of the features
of Visual Basic 6.0ne of our mem-
bers will attempt to
bring a laptop with
Visual Basic 6.0
loaded and we will
try to run some de-
mos. Bring your
questions on both
Visual Basic 5.0 and
Visual Basic 6.0 to
this meeting,

The November meet-
ing covered the sam-
ple program Di-
alervbp which fea-
tured the use of the
MSComm conirol.
‘While we couldn’t
demonstrate the pro-
gram, we examined

the code in the sample program.

The January 1999 meeting is sched-
uled to cover a few of the new con-
trols and features of Visual Basic
6.0.

If you have some experiences with
Visual Basic that you would like to
share with the SIG members,
please contact me and [ will make
the necessary arrangements. Give
me a call at (972) 235-5968 or you
may e-mail me at fim_Car-
ter@msn.com.

Bring your questions on Beginning
Visual Basic to our meeting begin-
ning at 8:00 AM on Saturday, De-
cember 19, 1998 at the Infomart.
Check the projection screens in the
vendor area on the first floor for
the correct room assighments.

Jim Carter

Yisual Basic SIG - Advanced
COM-+: The Next Generation

COM+ is the next evolution of the
Component Object Model. COM+

T
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will integrate Microsoft Transac-
tion Server and Microsoft Message
(Queue with new services and func-
tionality. The next Visual Studio v
grade (version 7 or V5 20007) will
provide support for creating com-
ponents that take advantage of
COM+, Microsoft has ensured de-
velopers that components that
have been written with COM wili
work just fine within the new
COM+ environment without the
need for any code changes.

Only recently has Microsoft been
pushing the feature set behind
COM+ and at the fime of this writ-
ing it was not very complete ac-
cording to the press releases and
PowerPoint slides which made you
think that COM+ could wash
dishes, save the environment, and
help the poor and needy.

COM+ will have an interface using
the COM+ Explorer that will reside
within the Microsoft Management
Console. It will look quite similar
to Microsoft Transaction Server Ex-
plorer. You will still have the spin-
ning black balls with the green x's!
It will be within the COM+ Ex-
plorer that you will be able to man-
age, maintain, and secure COM+
components.

Now let’s take a look at some of
the features that are going to be a
part of COM+.

Attributes

Attributes are properties of a com-
ponent that can predetermine the
behavior of a component before
compilation or even after compila-
tion. Attributes are not the same as
properties. Attributes allow you to
place code to set Attributes in your
compornent project or you will be
able to set them through a prop-
erty window. Setting an Attribute
within code will look something
like:

Attributes:
Datasource = "orders; 'sa’, "
Queue = "orders"
Transaction = "requires new"
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Looking at the sample code, this
component would have an attrib-
ute which would hold the connec-
tion string for the component. We
would be able to specify a queue
such as that found within MSMQ
to place orders in and we could
also require a new transaction for
the component we create when de-
ciding its transactional state.

Component attributes can be
changed at any time determined
by the security level of the compo-
nent. For example, a developer
tnay decide that the component
should send orders to the "order”
queue, but later on the environ-
ment has changed and now it
should be placing them in the
"day_order” queue. An administra-
tor or the developer can change the
Attribute without having to re-
place the code and recompile.

Attributes have been marketed to-
wards the C++ crowd. But you will
find that Attributes will work
much like the MTSTransacton-
Mode for Visual Basic classes. You
can set the MTSTransactionMode
property within your class module,
but that setting could be easily

“overridden by a user with the

proper security rights within the
COM+ Explorer.

Component Quening

Component Queuing is an interest-
ing feature. Component Queuing
allows you to create components
whose behavior is the same
whether the component is used in
a connected or disconnected envi-
ronanent.

The easiest way to explain is with
an example. Let’s say that you
have an order processing compo-
nent and you are a salesperson out
on the road. While you are out on
the road, you are placing orders
within your order entry applica-
tion on your laptop. Now, once
you are back in the office, the com-
ponent will then update the data-
base with the new orders that you
have created.

With Component Queuing, your
component stores orders within a
self-managed queue similar to Mi-
crosoft Message Queue. So when
an order has been placed on the
laptop in a disconnected environ-
ment, it stores the orders until it is
notified that the user is in a con-
nected state and to update orders
to the headquarters’ orders data-
base.

Although I have seen this demon-
strated at Microsoft events, I have
yet to see the code to handle this
kind of operation. But I like the
idea of making my life easier to cre-
ate distributed applications.

Dynamic Load Balancing

Dynamic Load Balancing is a term
for being able to dynamically add
resources to support user loads
upon a process or machine. An ex-
ample would be to have a compeo-
nent running on one machine with
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10 users. No big deal, right? What

- happens when the same ¢compo-

nent now has to handle 100 users
at the same time. Now the user is
getting frustrated because it is tak-
ing a long time for the component
to finish its processing. What if an-
other machine with the same com-
ponent was now added to the net-
work to handle the load? Now
each component could have 50 us-
ers connected to each of them. That
is load balancing.

The dynamic part comes in where
the second component does not
fire up unless needed. If there is
only one connection opened in the
early morning, is there a need to
have the second component
loaded? With dynamic load balanc-
ing, the second component does
not initialize until necessary.

With the COM+ Explorer, an ad-
ministrator will be able to decide
how to distribute loads between
components on different machines
by simply adding a new server
much like we did in the last chap-
ter.

Event Services

COM+ plus will have robust Event
Services. COM+ events will fall
into two categories: publishing and
subscription services.

Publishing services will allow
events created within your COM+
event to be published so that other
components and applications can
subscribe to the events in which
they can be notified by a certain
event. For example, you may have
a component in charge of checking
on servers on your network. When
it finds a problem, an event is fired
and published so that other compo-
nents may respond to it.
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. T i SRR
Public Function On_FindDownSer-
ver ()

On_FindDownServer = Serv-
er.Down{"MATVICHUK", 597, "No
network connection")

End Function

Subscription services will allow
you to subscribe to multiple events
from within one or more COM+
components. For example, you
may have an e-mail component
that subscribes to the published
COM+ event above. When the
event is published, since the e-mail
component subscribed to the
event, it can act accordingly by
sending an e-mail or page the sys-
tem administrator.

In-Memory Database

In the Component Queuing exam-
ple, you might have thought how
does it know what is in stock?
How does it handle daily updated
figures and quotes? The answer is
In-Memory Databases. In-Memory
database are databases that are in-
credibly fast and small enough to
be persisted on a hard disk when
necessary. So now you can take the
database with you on the road.
Also, because the database resides
within memory, performance is
very fast.

I am keen to see how this works. I
would hate to see what happens
when the power goes out on the
laptop because I forgot to turn it
off and my database is loaded into
memory after creating 30 orders.
There are a lot of logistical issues
involved which I am sure the
smart people at Microsoft will
have figured out by the time this
feature is available.

Security Roles

The new security built around
COM+ will be an extension of how
security works within Microsoft
Transaction Server We discussed in
the previous chapter how users or
groups of users can be placed within

-a Role. Then components could be

assigned security privileges by role.
We could have a Marketing role
which includes marketing users and
groups who can be a part of that role
who could only use components
which allow that role.

COM+ security will take advan-
tage of the new Windows NT Ac-
tive Directory. Now you will be
able to administrate component se-
curity and use the Active Directory
to create roles for your COM+ com-
ponents.

All of these new COM+ features
may or may not be a part of
COM+ when it ships with Win-
dows NT (or recently renamed
Windows 2000). But Microsoft has
said that COM+ will be an integral
part of the next release and the
next release of Visual Studio which
should follow 60 days after the re-
lease of Windows 2000.

Keep an eye on new information
that comes from Microsoft on
COM+ since it more than likely
will make it easier to develop
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COM-based components and ac.-
munister them.

Our Meeting

This month’s meeting we will hav

a speaker who will show a beta VT
Productivity tool and will be mak-

ing it available for all those that at-
tend. We will also begin our cover:
age of Microsoft Transaction Serv-

er. Hope to see you there.

Thomas Lewis
aliensite@msn.com

WordPerfect/Windows SIG

We hope everyone had a wonder-
ful Thanksgiving and are ready for
Christmas holiday. In preparation
for that, we are going to pick up
where we never went in October -
Graphics. We discussed graphics
to an extent last month with Web
Pages. This month we are going
get more in depth about using the
projects to create your Christmas
cards, the TextArt feature {espe-
cially the 3D stuff), drawing in
place, and how to edit existing
graphics.

If ime permits, we will do a quick
review of features discussed earlier
in the year. Hope to see you there!

Cindy Adams

A Bundle of Tips and Tricks for
the Month

1. Cirl+S - Saves your document as
you continue to work in it

2. Ctrl+K - Toggles between UFPER-
CASE and lowercase.

3. Ctrl+F6 - Toggles among open
documents

4. If a window is off the screen and
you can't get to the Title Bar to

drag it back, press Alt+spacebar,
type m, use your arrow keys to
move it where you want it, then
Enter.
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5. When selecting a new font, first
increase the size to 24 or 36, then
click back into the Iist of fonits, and
use the arrow keys instead of the
mouse to quickly look through the
list. Then, remember, to change the
size back to the one you want.

6. The Esc key will cancel dialog
boxes.

7. To mark your place in a docu-
ment; Ctrl+Shift+Q

8. To retumn to that mark: Ctrl+Q

9. If youlike shortcut methods, try
right-clicking at different locations
of the WordPerfect screen or within
a document. The QuickMenu pro-
vides you with a list of most func-
tions available at that particular lo-
cation.

10. Cgl+N in WP8 and WPé
(Ctrl+Shift+N is WP7) opens a new
blank document screen ... the same

_ as the New Blank Document but-

ton on the Toolbar.

11. Ctrl+Shift+Delete ... deletes .
from the insertion point/cursor to
the end of the page

12, Ctrl+Shift+End+Delete ... de-
letes from the insertion point/cur-
sor to the end of the document

13. Document names can be up to
255 characters and may contain let-
ters, numbers or both, and spaces.
If you omit the period and exten-
sion, WordPerfect will automat-
ically assign .WFD. You cannot use
these characters in a filename:
\/:*?1. Filenames are not case sen-

sitive.

~ the code in Reveal Codes.
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16. The Power Bar in WP6 and WP7
is called the Property Bar in WP8.
The Status Bar in WP6 and WF7 is
called the Application Bar in WP8.

14. To customize any of the Bars,
right-click over the one you want

to customize, then select Edit.

15. Quickly access dialog boxes to . ~ More to come next year...
edit codes by double-clicking on

Diane Bentley

HOW TOGET YOUR stG NOTES
IN THE NTPCUG NEWSLETTER

We want your SIG notes. It's important that NTPCUG members know
what your 5IG has done and will be doing at your meetings and presenta-
tions. But, you must get them to the PC News before they can be printed in
the newsletter. The best way is via the NTPCUG BBS or as an attachment to
an E-mail message to the PC News publisher: reagana@swbell.net

Using the NTPCUG BBS is also easy and quick. After you have written
your SIG note, sign it at the bottom and give it a file name that will help
the editors know what it is. A good naming convention would be four let:
ters 1dent1fy1ng your SIG, date of publication and followed by .SIG suffix.

Once you log on to the NTPCUG BBS, here’s the procedure:

<+ From the BBS Main Menu, select “F”* — (F}ile Up/Download. That will
take you to the NTPCUG UprownIoad Menu. Select “T” -— S(I)G Hap-
penings upload for newsletter located in the Upload area in the bottom half
of the screen.

*+ Then, select “S’” to submit. You'll be asked for the 12 character filename which is
DOS5’s familiar "8.3" naming convention, then you’1l be asked to write a brief de-
scription of the file you are going to upload to the SIG area.

% Next the screen will show the name of the file you are uploading and the de-
fault file-transfer protocol. If you haven’t selected a “default” protocol in
the user menu, it will be X-Modem. At this point, you should give your
communication software’s upload command and select the file transmission
protocol to match the one the BBS thinks you will use. The BBS will tell
you when the transfer is completed.

«» Most problems users experience are cither a failure to match protocols, ie., us-
ing Z-Modem to upload when the BBS expects X-Modem, or not having the
file to be uploaded in the appropriate upload directory. Another source of diffi-
culty (for mixed-use shops) is inadvertantly sending a Macintosh file to a PC
BBS or vice versa,

If you want to make doubly sure that your note gets to the PC News — af-
ter you've sent it to the SIG Upload Area — you can also include it as a
(F)ile attached to a BBS E-mail message to me, Reagan Andrews. You
might also post this on your SIG’s BBS Conference area in addition to the
above. An alternative is to attach your SIG notes to an E-mail to:

reagana@swbell.net
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(We all go to Comdex

The annual ritual known as Comdex is celebrated by
250,000 attenidees and many of our home club mem-
bers. [Ed. Note: See Jim Hoisington’s “Musings .
‘from Comdex” article describing this year’s event on
Pages 6 - 7.] The biggest computer trade show of the
year attracts them because much of what we will be
using, buying, and selling will debut there. Our club
members think it is important for business and per-
sonal decision-making to get a close-up view of the
new technology.

We’ve all participated vicariously in the fun and ex-
citement of Comdex through the stories told by our
retuming club members and highlighted by Andy
Oliver’s demonstration of his event-famous tee shirt
tossing skills.

You may want to review Comdex 98 on your own, and
to do that you can visit www.comdex.com. I think ‘9
and ‘97 are still somewhat represented, but with any
luck, you will see the narmnes and booth numbers of
most of the current exhibitors and more. You will also
see some JPEG and GIF graphics as well, so crank up
your graphics viewer and see what our emissaries are
reporting at the upcoming user group meeting.

Thanks to the SIG leaders and volunteers who help
during the monthly meeting. Many other volunteers’
names are listed on this page The NTPCUG is made
up of a great group of volunteers who have made

the NTPCUG meetings at the Infomart possible. The
experience would not be the same without them.
Take a moment to reward them as well as the club of-
ficers with a “thank you” for the many hours they
give for our benefit.

Infomart Liaison James Hope
Andy Reese Orien Love
Robert Hilliard Rod Raodilico
Alex Lilley Fred Steadman
Vendor Setup/Break 152;‘:‘; YWhiteside
down :
Anchors: Auditorium Presenta-
David Slavik tions
Kenneth Berg Timothy Carmichael
Dick Abbott Chris Jung
Crew: Christopher Carmichael
WD Eﬂlna:dn is Anderson, Newsletter Labels
Lester F];?:'Lymger Charlie Fernandez
Mark Guyer

/" VOLUNTEER INFORMATION
1. Via BBS: (972)387~2751 , {972)387-2752 or (972)263-9036 (metm).

interest,

: Sign up at the Information Booth or DOM Booth to work
those areas in a coming month. :

4. By phone:
Auditorium Presentations
Timothy Carmichael. ....... {(972) 661-4626 (w)
Information Booth and Goneral Information

Claude McClure, .2 ........ {972) 867-0978 (h)

Sign up on the Volunteer Conference - make the subject matter your area of [~
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Information/Registra-
tion -
Booth
Statistician: :
Connie Andrews
Ralph Beaver (Assis-
tant)
Scheduler:
Bob Wuller
Anchors:
Roger Bopp
Glynn Brooks
Vernon Cates
Albert Champon
Cinda Lovil {Doub
David Martin
Bob McNeil
Fred Toulmin
Paul Williams
Booth Crew:
Al Aston
Deborah Bean
Jim Boyce
Randy Durham
Eteta E. Eta
Tim Foster (Double
James Gorak
Herbert Gross
Neil Jochelson
Steve Martinson

John McNeil
Martin Moomaw
Carl Oehmann
Raymond Reyes
Ken Sauter
Oscar Tyler

Matt Williams

==
AT R N -
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Introducing the NTPCUG User-To-User program,
composed of members who are willing to donate their
time to help others with software and hardware questions.
Some of our helpers are professional consultants. All have
joined the User-to-User Program because they want to
share their knowledge with others and help them. They
agreed to answer questions that they are comfortable
handling over the phome, without charge, and within
reasonable time limits (at the volunteer’s discretion).

These individuals are volunteering to assist NTPCUG
members. NTPCUG is assisting in finding these volunteers
for you, but cannot be responsible for unsatisfactory
outcomes. Next to each subject, we will list the person’s
name, phone number and the times they are avaifable.
Please honor the wishes of our helpers by seeking help only
during those hours.

Please try to resoive your problem by reading the
manual and any on-line help BEFORE calling.

SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS

Access Excel
Ram Bhandafi ... (972)243-4056 h M-F  1300-1700 Wanington Williams.......{214)348-6863  M-F  1800-2100

Assembly Language S&S 0900-2100
Frank Cavallito .............. (372)423-9221 7 1800-2200 Hardware Help
Glynn Brooks. ... (972)578-8737 M-F  1700-2200 Charles Miller.................(903)938-4220(") 7 1900-2400

BASIC Ralph Beaver w-(817)4130293  M-F  0800-1700

..{817)624-3530 S5  1800-2300

Beginner Problems

. Internet - General
| Shirley Hudgens............ (903)432-9780 7 0900-2000 Erik LeaSebUr ... (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200

Brother's Keeper David Martin ..................(972)930-0283  M-F  1900-2200
Neil Sundgrland............. (972)272-2869 7 (900-2200 Intermet - Telnet, FTP, NetScape, Web Explorer (0S/2)

C++ (the language) Bob Wilson ... (372)517-1434  M-F 1900-2200
Bob Adams.......c.errrrer. (214)328-1455  M-Ga 0900-1900 S5 1000-2200
Howard Harkness.......... (972)492-1508 7 10002100 JavaScript

CA Clipper . Don Benish....c.coverener. {972)705-9512 - M-F 1900-2200
Richard Mitchel! (972)625-9130M  M-F 1900-2100 . S-S 0900-2100

. SS  0900-2300 LANS — Novel
CorelDraw Joseph Beasley .............(372)225-8752 7 0800-2400
Linda Hume (817)472-7555 gl.s Egggggg — Lantastic
- Joseph Beasley ............ (214)4103818 7 0900-2200
Batch Files .
- . ! Managing Your Money
Charles Miller ........ccc... (903)938-4220(") 7 1900-2400 YN BIOOKS .o (G72)5768737  MF - 1700-2200

Borland C++ Modems '
Bob AdaMS...uuuuveeeeeeren. (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1900 ) . !
Howard Harkness......... (972)492-1508 7 1000-2100 Erik Leaseburg .............. (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200

Boriand Turho C MathCAD
John Keohane ............... (972)690-8092 7 1900-2100 Bob Adams.........corr.... (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1500

CompuServe Norten Utilities
Bob Adams................... (214)328-1455  M-Sa (900-1900 JON DYer oo (972)790-3311  M-Sa 0B00-2200

DoOs 082
Bob Russell......ocrveeennee (972)4224268 7 1900-2200 Larry Truesdals ............. (972)442-7074 7 1000-2200
Erk Leaseburg. ............ (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200 PC ToolaWin

DR DOs Glynn Brooks................(372)578-8737  M-F  1700-2200
Ralch Beaver ............... (817)413-0293  M-F  0B00-1700 Paradox

""""""""""""""""""""" (B17)E24-9550  SS - 1800-2300 Fred Wiliams............(72492-1315 7 13002100

27



North Texas PC NEWS

SUBJECT HELPER

SUBJECT HELPER

December 1998

&

DAYSMHOURS

PHONE PHONE
PKzip/PKUNzip Virus & Anti-Virus
Erik Leaseburg .............. (317)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200 Charles Miller ................ (903)938-4220(*} 7  1900-2400
ProComm/ProComm+ Visual Basic -
Bill Green....covuourveseeccnnns (817) 731-1308 Jim Canter ..o orerereres (872)235-5968 7 1700-2130
ProComm/ProComm+ (Ctd) ... L. Johnsor ....... .{872)495-9067 7 1700-2130
Joseph Beasley ............ (972y225-8752 7 . 0800-2400 ~ Gene Hamelman (972)495-6342 7 1700-2130
Joseph Beasley ............. (214)4103818 7 9900-2200 Windows for Workgroups
Publisher (Micrasoft) o Joseph Beasley .............(972)225-8752 7 0800-2400
Bob Russell ................. (972)4224269 7 1900-2200 Joseph Beasley ............. (214)410-3818 7 0900-2200
Pat Cote.....oorrrenecrcereens (972)831-8055  M-F -0800-1700 - Bob Russell......ccocccene (972)422-4269 7 1900-2200
....................................... (972)496-3894 7 71000-2200 Windows NT 4.0 & 3.51
Quicken N - Richard Miles ...........c... (972)296-5356 M+ 19002200
Jim Hall....o e (214)348-7848 7 1000-2100 - S5 10:00-16:00
Quickbooks ) o o {214)767-7315  MF  1500-1700
Jim TROMPSOM v (21419530051 MF . 0600-1800 Bob RUSSEl.....vr (9724204263 7 1900-2200
SPFPC ' '
DOUG GO (214) 4644568 ME  0800-1700 XENIX Doua Scot BT 7 18302200
....................................... (972) 618-8002 S-S 1000-1900 e
uNx . o XTREE
DOUG SCOM (8172614653 7 1 8301é200 : John DYer cveecermcnsreenn (972} 790-3311 M-Sa 0800-2200
LEGEND: ' ' The subject areas below do not have a voluntear fo answer questions.

T...... All7 days of each week M-F ... Monday through Friday -
T&T ... Tuesday and Thursday M-Sa .. Monday through Saturday

S&S. .. Saturday and Sunday

{*)+. .. Caller should incur any Long’

Distance charges

If you would like to assist or add possible categonies for the future,

please contact Doug Gorrie at {214)464-4568 M-F 0800-1700 or Sa & £,

Su 1000-1900 at (972)618-8002. Doug will send you a forn on which

you can list your qualifications and sign.
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Member #

Name (Last):

EC L
Qo.

%Users Group, Inc
ef?_ Application

The NTPCUG is a non-profit, independeﬁt organization of individuals leatning to apply
personal computers to practical-problems. For additional information, eall (214} 746-4699.

(Firat);

Address:

City:

ZIP:

Phone (Check preterred.} _ Home: {

_ Work: {

Ext.

Occupation/Profession:

Payment:
Cash

Check
Credit Card _____. |

Membership-
Clasgification:
Regular ($30.00)
Student ($25.00)

Check one from each column below

Application Status:

New Member . ____
Renewal
Address Change _ ______

Applications should bec mailed to: North Texas PC Users Group, P.O. Box 703449,
Dallas, TX 75370-3449 (Make checks payahle to : NTPCUG]

Please initial here ______ ____ if you do not wish to have your address inecluded on
member lists sold for the NTPCUG's henefit to sdvertisers of PC compatible products.
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Areas Needing Helpers:

CAD

dBase

Delphi

Forta Agent & Free Agent
Fox Pro

Harvard Graphics
LapLink

Microsoft C

Microsoft G++
Microsoft Visual C++
Microsoft Word
Pagemaker

Roots

Sound Blaster
TopView

TurboTax

Corel Ventura
WordPerfect/ Windows
XTREE
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